FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Twin Lakes State Park

Rowie 2, Box 70

Grean Bay, VA 23042

[434) 352-3435

or

Vinginia Deparimant of Conservation & Recreation
203 Gavernor 5t Sude 306

Richmond, VA 23218
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THE HILLSMAN HOUSE.

Gallor's Cresk Battlefisld Histodcal Stite Park
was the scene of the last magr batlle of he Civil
- War in Virginia. Here on April 6, 1865, Genaral
' Robert E. Le¢, commander of the Army of Nosthem
Virginta, losl more than 7,700 men plus valuable
supplies. The battie aiso leff scars on the Hillsman
Housa,

A compact and relatively simple structure, the
house is rich i craftsmanship and hisiory. It is said =~
1o hiive Bisgn Bl i the 17708 by Moses Dverlon.

Hig relalives and descendants, who included James

Moses Hillsman, lbvad in or near the house until it

was designated & battelisid park in 1934,
[ Hﬂmnil!nﬂpmllﬁghhmddwﬂﬂh
[ oudbreak of the battle.

The siory-and<-hall siruciure nmmdnnmr
windows and is consfructed throughout with hand-
hawn fmbers, wobden pegs, anvi-wrought nails
and a variety of imnwork. Othes interesting features
include brick nogEng daubed In clay and beaded

; weathear boarding.
Although the Hillsman Housse s a magnilicen :
| handmade colonial siruciure, ihe three baties ol
Sailor's Creek gave the housa prominenca. For
hara, awedooking the batllelield, the house servad
as a Federel liald hosgitsl where wounded soldiers
of both north and sowth were treafed In Rach
bloodsiaing remain on tha floor, svidence af the Bt
lermenass of the batlles,
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APRIL 3-5, 1865

EVENTS LEADING TO THE BATTLE: As Genaral
Lee withdrew his Army ol Mothem Viegina from the
trenchis prolecling Pelersiarg and Richmond, ha
divided hi iroops in thres main columng, which wene
saan joned by 4 amaller conbngent escaping lram i
Five Forks Bafilelields. His plan was to regroup these
forcas al Amella Cowt House, resupply his amy and
travel 1o Modh Carcling, whare he could oin lonces
with Conledorale General Jobnsion's Ammy of
Terrir S o

Becausa of rairrscaked and swaollen Sireams, trawvel
vias difficult, and the maporty of the wagon trains fram
Richmond were caught and desiroyed by the Linion
Ammy. When Lea’s traops finally amved &t the
courhouse, the supplics schaduled 1o meet the
cofwerging trodps never appeansd. lorcing Lee 1o
wasle a day while s men leraged lor lood fhreugh the
couniryesde This deley and Inabilky to find food gave
Ganeral Sherdan's Union cavalry enough lima o
antrench themseles saven miles balow Amelia, along
the rhiload @l Jelersvilke, blecking Lea's roule south,

Finding his direct route b Morh Carling blocked,
Lea orderad his columns to dataur around the Linion
Army and push westward along the South Side
Raitroad b Farmalle, whane supply trmins from
Lynchbiung fwiaited

APRIL 6, 1865

THE BATTLES" OF SAILOR™S CREEK: The naxt day, stil
bearing in & weslerly direction white pressed by Union
cavalry end the infantry of the Sixth and Second Corps, Les
rearranged his marching arder to gain greater mabilty and
prolection of the wagons. This new order consistad of
Goenemls Longsires!, Anderson and Ewell, 1he supply
wagons and Gen. Gordon as the rearguard. Lee rodo wilh
Longsteal’s command.

Withirs & shori fime, several calunns fownd o déficull 10
keep up with the mamching pace and quckly became
engulied in the mine of the baltom lands af Litle Sallors
Cresk. Unaware that their lines were splil, Lee and
Longsireat marched onfo Rice, Va. But with Confaderate
lines Sirung oul along rosds ankle-doeap in mud, the Union
cavalry struck al the wagons, forcing Anderson’s men to
stop &nd fight. In a desperate attempl 1o sive the supples,
Ewed detoured the wagon train down Jamestown Foad 1o
éroms Sailor's Creek lurdber downstream. Anderson and
Ewedl wart forward while Gordon Tallowed the wagons wesi

Anderson soon found his edvance blocked by leder
cavalry el Marshalls Crossmoads. His indlial attack on the
Linion cavalry was successiul bul

aventually his lne  was
EVEMUR, CaSing Rim o
F \ surrendar

Ewnll, whila croseng Sador's Creek, saw bloe
ity supporad by arillery, lorming in lines at e
Hillsrman House 10 hes rear. Uinder General Wright, the
Union roogs rmdwed acrass tha wassi-deep creek and
began their &ssaull on Ewsdl's line. Conlederate
irfantry, afillerymen, saifors, cleks and marines
mounled & countercharge that loroed the Linion ne
back across the cresk. Bul when Union adilery fired
canestar at the Confederate roops, Wighls® loroes
wene able lo counter attack, envaloping Ewell's rooos
and fanrzing (hem o surrender,

Meanwhile, General Gordon's troops and the
datoured wapon ram Became bogged down at the
"double bridges” crossing ovar the conlluence of Big
and Littk: Salor's Creek. Linon troops undes Genara
Humphrys alfacked Gordon's forces in a shamp,
bloody encounter, By nightlall, the batte had endad,
with 300 wagons and 1,700 men captured. As
Confederates flad these three bloody batiles fowiand
Rice’s Slation across Big Sallor's Creek, General Les
resriarked, Wy God! Has the army been dissalved

By dusk, the batiles ol Sador's Creek were over, Lee
had lost more than 7,700 men and sighl generals, the
largest number of men o ever surendar in & single
aclion on this confinent. \Wih such a drastic reduction
in froops and suppliies, Leo's siuation was crtical
Seventy-twa hours  laler, Lee surrendared at

Appomattox




